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Women carrying goods over flooded
ground in a site for internally displaced
people in South Sudan. Countries across
the Greater Horn of Africa recorded

significant displacement as a result
of both conflict and disasters in 2023.
© UNOCHA/Alioune Ndiaye
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IDMC’s 2024 Global Report on Internal Displacement has been
produced with the generous contribution of the following fund-
ing partners: Asian Development Bank, Australia’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, European Union, German Federal
Foreign Office, German Federal Ministry for Economic Coop-
eration and Development, Liechtenstein’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Robert Bosch
Foundation, Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency, and U.S. Agency for International Development.

About the cover

Cover illustration © Matt Murphy/Handsome Frank, April 2024

When conflict, violence or disasters force people to flee their
homes, it upends their lives in many difficult, and often tragic,
ways. While their situations can be overwhelming and their
needs can be significant, their hope, fortitude and resilience
are an inspiration. We wanted a cover that could show the
reality of the challenges facing internally displaced people,
but also the hope they hold for re-establishing their lives and the
agency they exercise in achieving solutions to their displacement.

Matt’s captivating artwork shows internally displaced people
tearing through the negative situations forced upon them, re-
vealing that hope. It conveys positivity without shying away
from the realities of living through war, violence and disaster.
The bright light shining from the future they are working to-
wards, through the torn scene and onto their arms and fac-
es, shows the prospect for progress in moving from darker
to brighter times in their lives. By shining a light on internally
displaced people, it also reinforces the need for the world to
give more attention to this all too often invisible crisis.

© Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) 2024
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Students at a school for internally
displaced children in the Tillabéri
Region of Niger. In 2023, the

country reported its highest conflict

displacement figure since data
became available. © UNOCHA/
Alassane Sarr
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You have seen the horrificimages — people
fleeing violence, homes destroyed by
bombs, storms, wildfires and earthquakes,
makeshift-camps crowded with families
who have lost everything. The images
from Gaza, Ukraine and Sudan are only the
most recent in a trend towards increasing
upheaval and dislocation of civilians across
the globe. But once the cameras turn away,
alltoo often these people forced from their
homes become invisible.

Despite widely held perceptions to the
contrary, the overwhelming majority of
these forcibly displaced persons stay
inside their home country as they strug-
gle to survive and rebuild their lives. They
did not choose this fate, and while they
have the same rights as any other citi-
zen, they too often do not have the same
opportunities. It can take months, even
years, for internally displaced persons
(IDPs) to no longer need assistance and
protection. Finding lasting solutions to
displacement is never easy, and being
invisible does not help.

Two years ago, | was appointed as
Special Adviser on Solutions to Internal
Displacement to the United Nations
Secretary-General to help improve how
national governments and their partners
address internal displacement. With
strong government leadership, interna-
tional support and finance, and a genuine
commitmentto listen to IDPs themselves,
we can better support internally displaced
people in their efforts to achieve solu-
tions, and to break out of protracted
displacement.

Increased visibility and improved under-
standing are fundamental to making
progress toward solutions for IDPs; IDMC’s
Global Report on Internal Displacement
(GRID) is indispensable for both.

Each year, governments, their human-
itarian and development partners and
countless others rely on the data and
analysis in the GRID. Its presentation of
the scale of the issue is a stark reminder
of the lives at stake and the work we still
have left to do. The GRID’s analysis of the
causes of displacement and its impacts
helps us to assess nuances in situations
across the globe and adapt our plans
to work better for those displaced. The
GRID also often gives us reasons for
hope, highlighting emerging lessons
and best practices across the spectrum
from prevention to response to solutions.

This year, however, the GRID confirms
what we feared — the continuing rise
of conflict around the world is forcing
yet more millions of people to flee their
homes and making it harder for others,
already displaced, to find solutions. With-
out clear pathways to concrete solutions,
today’s surge in displacement will show
in the overall number of IDPs for years to
come. And while the numbers fluctuate
year-on-year, disaster-related displace-
ments remain high, in nearly every
corner of the world and often intertwined
with conflict dynamics in fragile settings.

My mandate comes to an end in Decem-
ber of this year, but the surge toward
solutions is just beginning. Based on
what we have learned, we need strong
national and local government leader-
ship, with sectoral ministries mobilized to
support solutions pathways for displace-
ment anchored in the longer-term
development plans and investments
of the country. Most governments also
need and expect the right kind of finan-
cial support to accompany them in what
is a longer-term, structural effort — the
kind of support provided especially by
international development and financing
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institutions. Injecting solutions-thinking
as early as possible into humanitarian
plans can also reduce the lag between
humanitarian response and develop-
ment solutions.

If all of this sounds complicated, it is. We
need to re-configure and re-train systems
to overcome outdated assumptions that
internal displacement is a small-scale,
short-term, largely rural phenomenon
that can be solved with short-term reme-
dies - wrong on almost all counts.

Together, and with strong, relevant data
and analysis like that provided in the
GRID, we can make IDPs more visible
and solutions more effective. And we
don’t have a moment to lose.

~

Robert Piper

Special Adviser on Solutions to Internal
Displacement to the United Nations
Secretary-General
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There were 75.9 million people living in internal displacement
globally as of the end of 2023, up from 71.1 million in 2022.

This figure continues to rise, as people forced to flee by disasters,
conflict or violence join those who have been living in displacement for
years or even decades and have not yet achieved a durable solution.

68.3 million people were living in internal displacement as a result
of conflict and violence at the end of 2023, the highest figure since
data became available. Sudan, Syria, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), Colombia and Yemen host nearly half of the world’s
internally displaced people.

The figure has increased by 49 per cent in five years, fuelled by esca-
lating and protracted conflict in Ethiopia, DRC, Sudan, and Ukraine.

Conflict and violence triggered 20.5 million new internal displace-
ments, or movements, across 45 countries and territories during
2023. Sudan, DRC and Palestine accounted for nearly two-thirds
of the total.

There were 7.7 million people living in internal displacement globally
as a result of disasters at the end of 2023. Although data gaps on
the duration of disaster displacement make this figure conservative,
it shows that, like conflict, disasters can keep people displaced for
long periods of time.

Disasters triggered 26.4 million new internal displacements, or move-
ments, across 148 countries and territories during 2023. This is the
third highest figure in the last decade. A third took place in China
and Turkiye as a result of severe weather events and high-magni-
tude earthquakes.

Displacements associated with weather-related disasters decreased
by a third compared with 2022, partly the result of the change from
La Nifia to El Nifio during the year. Storms and floods led to fewer
displacements across most of Asia, but floods in other areas trig-
gered record numbers, particularly in the Horn of Africa.

Earthquakes triggered 6.1 million displacements, the highest figure
since 2008. Beyond Tirkiye and Syria, the Philippines, Afghanistan
and Morocco also reported their highest numbers of displacements
linked to earthquakes.

Regional trends

Sub-Saharan Africa, which hosts 46 per cent of the world’s IDPs, was
again the region most affected by internal displacement in 2023.
Conflict and disasters overlapped in many countries, forcing people
to flee again and/or prolonging their displacement.

The conflict in Palestine contributed to an eight-fold increase in
conflict displacements in the Middle East and North Africa in 2023
after three years of consecutive decreases. Disaster displacement
figures were also the highest ever reported for the region, largely
the result of earthquakes and floods.

East Asia and the Pacific recorded the highest number of disaster
displacements globally, although the figure was the lowest since
2017. Conflict displacement there increased for the third year running,
mostly the result of the situation in Myanmar.

Conflict and disasters triggered 47 per cent fewer displacements than
the average of the past decade in South Asia, although disasters still
uprooted millions of people from their homes.

Severe storms in the Americas triggered fewer than half the displace-
ments recorded in 2022 and fewer than a quarter of the annual
average since 2015. Conflict and violence triggered the largest
number of movements in the region since records began in 2009,
with Colombia and Haiti accounting for 85 per cent of the total.

Europe and Central Asia recorded by far its highest number of disas-
ter displacements in 2023. The earthquakes in Tlrkiye accounted
for most of them, but wildfire, storm and flood displacements also
increased around the Mediterranean basin. Almost all of the conflict
displacements recorded in the region were associated with the
conflict between Russia and Ukraine.

A child plays in the schoolyard at
a camp for internally displaced
people in Yemen. After years

of conflict, the country has one

of the largest populations of IDPs
globally. Floods struck in 2023,
further complicating their situation.
© UNICEF/UNI530328/Alhamdani



A family in an internal displacement camp

in Idlib, Syria, after massive earthquakes in

neighbouring Tiirkiye triggered millions of
displacements across both countries.
© UNOCHA/Madevi Sun-Suon







