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Trends at a Glance
117.3 MILLION

FORCIBLY DISPLACED WORLDWIDE'

at the end of 2023 as a result of persecution, conflict, violence, human
rights violations or events seriously disturbing public order.
120M

_ 5.8 million other

people in need of

I international protection®

6 million Palestine
refugees under UNRWA'’s
mandate

6.9 million asylum-seekers

31.6 million refugees
under UNHCR’s mandate®
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75% HOSTED IN

LOW-AND MIDDLE-
INCOME COUNTRIES

Low- and middle-income countries
hosted 75 per cent of the world’s
refugees and other people in need of
international protection.s The Least
Developed Countries provided
asylum to 21 per cent of the total.

69% osreo

IN NEIGHBOURING
COUNTRIES

69 per cent of refugees and other
people in need of international
protection lived in countries
neighbouring their countries of origin.

2018 2019 2020 2021

1IN5

ARE DISPLACED

Relative to their national populations,s
the island of Aruba (1in 5) and
Lebanon (1in 6) hosted the largest
number of refugees and other people
in need of international protection,
followed by Montenegro (1in 9),
Curacgao (1in 13) and Jordan (1in 16).”

1in9

Curacao
1in 13

I Montenegro

2022 2023

3.6 MILLION

NEW CLAIMS

The United States of America
was the world’s largest recipient
of new individual applications.

Germany
329,100

Egypt
183,100

Spain
163,200

Canada
146,800
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Forcibly displaced
people 117.3 million™

Population UNHCR protects and/or
assists 122.6 million

Refugees under
UNHCR’s mandate

Palestine refugees under
UNRWA's mandate

Asylum-seekers

Other people in need of
international protection

5.8M

Internally Displaced

People (IDPs) ©8.3M

Stateless people 4.4M

Refugee returns

11M

|
|

IDP returns 51M

Others of concern
to UNHCR

Host community

12 See footnote 1.

Includes both refugees and people in refugee-like situations.
Used consistently in both categorizations.

Not included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists.

Used consistently in both categorizations.

Used consistently in both categorizations.

The biggest difference between the two categorizations is with people
who have been internally displaced. When present in these statistics,
UNHCR applies two different sources:

IDMC'’s IDP statistics collate the total forcibly displaced while those
IDPs protected/assisted by UNHCR are included in the total population
that UNHCR is mandated to protect and/or assist.

The two sources of IDP data vary significantly in certain countries.
Globally, IDMC reports 68.3 million IDPs while UNHCR reports
63.3 million conflict-affected IDPs at end-2023.

In total, UNHCR reports 4.4 million stateless people. About 1.3 million
stateless people worldwide are also displaced. Most of them are
Rohingya, either internally displaced in Myanmar or refugees, mostly
in neighbouring countries. These 1.3 million are only counted

as forcibly displaced when calculating the total population that UNHCR
protects and/or assists to avoid double counting.

Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists
for a period of 12 months.

Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists
for a period of 12 months.

Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists.

Not included in either categorization.
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CHAPTER 2

Figure 5 | Refugees, people in refugee-like situations and other people in need of international
protection | 2014 - 2023
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Estimated demographic composition of refugees

Figure 6 | Estimated demographics of refugees, people in refugee-like situations and other people in
need of international protection | end-2023
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Disclaimer: Figures are rounded, and therefore may not add up to 100.

UNHCR compiles data annually on the combined of demographic data for other people in need of
sex- and age-distribution of the populations that international protection has increased from 50 per
UNHCR is mandated to protect and/or assist. At centin 2022 to 68 per cent, with sex-disaggregated
end-2023, demographic data by age and sex was data available for a further 20 per cent of them.

available for 77 per cent of refugees and people in
refugee-like situations, and disaggregation by sex
only was available for a further 6 per cent. Coverage

To fill these data gaps, statistical modelling is applied
to impute the sex- and age-distribution of populations
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CHAPTER 2

By country of asylum

Globally, the Islamic Republic of Iran (3.8 million),
Turkiye (3.3 million), Colombia (2.9 million), Germany
(2.6 million) and Pakistan (2 million) hosted the largest
refugee populations, including other people in need
of international protection (see figure 9). Almost all
refugees hosted in the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Pakistan are Afghans and similarly nearly all refugees
in Turkiye are Syrians. Over the last decade, the
numbers of refugees in those major host countries

have all increased, except for Tlirkiye where numbers
have dropped by 14 per cent since 2021. In the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the increase by 339,400
refugees in 2023 was mainly due to the inclusion

of additional estimates of Afghans.>* Among the
countries shown in figure 9, Germany was the only
country which does not share a border with the major
refugee source countries it hosted. Most refugees

in Germany were from Ukraine (1.1 million), Syria
(705,800), Afghanistan (255,100) and Iraq (146,500) at
end-year.

Figure 9 | Refugees, people in refugee-like situations and other people in need of international

protection by major country of asylum | 2014-2023
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53 An additional 365,000 undocumented Afghans in a refugee-like situation are estimated to be in the Islamic Republic of Iran as of end-2023.
Prior to this in 2022, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran conducted a recount of the previously “head counted” population and
extended the scope of this scheme to all undocumented Afghans residing in the country, including those who had newly arrived due to the
Taliban takeover in 2021 in Afghanistan. It is reported that 2.6 million Afghans enrolled in this exercise.
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CHAPTER 3

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO. Fighting between the Armed Forces
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the March 23 Movement
has caused thousands of people to flee the Masisi territory. When
fleeing clashes and violence in Kitshanga, Salama was separated
from her child and mother Antoinette. After arriving at the Rusayo
camp for internally displaced persons in North Kivu, she was reunited
with them. Most of the displaced in the camp are women and children.

i L © UNHCR/BLAISE SANYILA















CHAPTER 4

ARMENIA. In 2023, Anna arrived in Armenia
with her 3-year-old son. She recounted:
“We were so scared! We were hungry all
the way to Armenia, and | had no sweets
for my son, so he was crying all the way
to Goris.” At the end of September 2023,
renewed hostilities triggered the arrival
of over 100,000 refugees in Armenia.
“Please find a way for me to stay in Goris;
I don’t want to live far,” Anna said.

© UNHCR/KAREN MINASYAN




CHAPTER 4

Refugee status can be determined through either individual or group procedures, and the result of
such recognition is the same. Individual RSD procedures start with the applicant registering their
asylum claim for the first time in a country — a new asylum application. Once their claim is
processed, applicants will either:

« Receive a substantive decision on their case. Such decisions include the grant of Convention
status, complementary and other forms of protection, and rejected cases.

« Or their case will be closed for administrative reasons, which means a decision is not made
on the case’s merits. Examples of a case being closed for administrative reasons includes the
death of the applicant, withdrawal of the application, abandonment of the claim, or the
determination that another country is responsible for the claim.

- |If applications are rejected, applicants should have the right to appeal this decision by
applying for a review by administrative appellate bodies or the courts (or both). Statistical
information on the filing and outcomes of asylum appeals and court proceedings, especially
at secondary or higher appeals, is under-reported in UNHCR’s statistics, as this type of data is
often either not collected by States or not published.

Recognition through group procedures, often referred to as prima facie procedures, most
commonly takes place when there are readily apparent, objective circumstances in a country of
origin which suggest that most individuals fleeing from that country are likely to be refugees. In
most cases, those being granted refugee status on a group basis will be directly registered as
refugees, as opposed to those recognized on an individual basis who will first be registered as an
asylum-seeker. This is why individuals undergoing group determination will normally not be
counted in the “asylum application” total. Individual procedures primarily take place in the
Americas and Europe, while most group refugee procedures are conducted in Africa.

In addition to group and individual refugee protection, in some circumstances individuals that
would otherwise apply for refugee status instead apply for, and are granted, temporary
protection. Temporary protection is considered to be complementary to the international refugee
protection regime. It can be an effective tool to use in the context of large-scale displacement to
provide immediate protection from refoulement, access to legal status and rights in host countries.

bodies (—19 per cent from 2022), bringing the total to
3.9 million individual asylum applications registered in
160 countries by States or UNHCR worldwide.® This is
the largest number of individual asylum applications
ever recorded and represents a one-third increase

Overview

In 2023, 5.6 million people applied for asylum on
an individual basis, were recognized through group
procedures or were granted temporary protection,

17 per cent less than in the previous year. While the
number of new individual asylum applications (3.6
million) and recognitions from group procedures
(891,000) grew from 2022, the number of people
receiving temporary protection (1.1 million) dropped
sharply, largely due to fewer people fleeing from
Ukraine.

In addition to the 3.6 million new individual asylum
applications, 268,900 repeat or appeal applications
were made for review by courts or other appellate

from the 2.9 million individual applications in 2022.

Over half of all new individual asylum applications
globally were received in just five countries: the
United States of America (1.2 million), Germany
(329,100), Egypt (183,100), Spain (163,200) and
Canada (146,800). Most new individual applications
were by nationals of Venezuela (314,200), Colombia
(209,900), Syria (201,000), Sudan (194,900) and
Afghanistan (169,600).

83 In Bulgaria, Japan, South Africa, Slovakia and Yemen, the data on asylum applications is provided together without distinction between new,

repeat and appeal applications.

32
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CHAPTER 4

In 2023, 1.7 million individuals were granted refugee
status, either on an individual or a group basis, an
increase of 63 per cent compared to the previous year.
The number of people who were granted international
protection on a group basis almost tripled from
336,800 in 2022 to 891,000. Much of this increase
can be attributed to refugees fleeing from Sudan

to neighbouring countries, notably Chad (491,000),
South Sudan (65,400), Ethiopia (27,900) and the
Central African Republic (21,300) which all recognized
Sudanese refugees using prima facie approaches.®

Also, 1.1 million people were granted temporary
protection in 2023, 72 per cent fewer than in the
previous year. Temporary protection was most
commonly granted to refugees from Ukraine in
European countries.

In 2023, 1.4 million people received substantive
decisions on their individual asylum applications, 8
per cent more than during the previous year and 37
per cent more than in 2021. This increase in decision-
making demonstrates that asylum authorities are
taking steps to introduce efficiencies and ensure that
applicants receive a decision as soon as possible.
Despite the increase in the number of decisions,

the number of asylum-seekers waiting for a decision
on their individual applications continued to grow
and stood at 6.9 million by the end of 2023. This
represents the highest such number ever recorded
and was a sharp increase of 26 per cent from 5.4
million at the end of 2022. Figure 12 shows that new
individual asylum applications have exceeded the
number of substantive decisions since 2006.

Figure 12 | Trends of new individual applications and substantive decisions | 2000 - 2023
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84 People fleeing from Sudan to Egypt applied for individual asylum rather than receiving refugee recognition on a group basis.
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CHAPTER 4

Figure 13 | Key flows of people registered for new individual asylum applications, recognized on a group

basis or granted temporary protection | 2023
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CHAPTER 4

Decisions on asy|um substantive decisions that resulted in some form of
international protection, increased to 59 per cent in

applications and temporary 2023 from 55 per cent in the previous year.

protection Figure 14 provides an overview of individual and
group recognitions as well as people granted

In 2023, 1.4 million substantive decisions were made temporary protection by the major source countries.

on individual asylum applications. The global Total
Protection Rate,?*® which measures the percentage of

Figure 14 | Type of recognition by major source countries | 2023

Ukraine I 945,300
Sudan 630,400
Syria 163,400
Azerbaijan 143,300
Afghanistan - 129,100
Venezuela - 125,900
South Sudan 103,800
Somalia 67,900
Nigeria . 55,500 M Group recognition
Dem. Rep. . 2 400 M Individual recognit?on
of the Congo ! Temporary protection
Refugees who are recognized on a group basis are the Congo predominantly in Uganda and the Republic
predominantly from and hosted in African countries. of the Congo.

For example, the Central African Republic, Chad,
Of those granted temporary protection, 85 per cent

were Ukrainians (924,800). A further 13 per cent
(142,700) received temporary protection in Armenia,
with most arriving following renewed armed conflict in
the South Caucasus region.

Ethiopia, South Sudan and Uganda, granted refugee
status on a group basis to 615,200 Sudanese who
were seeking asylum. Other nationalities receiving
group recognition included 99,500 South Sudanese,
primarily in Uganda, Sudan and Kenya, as well as
52,900 Somalis, mainly in Ethiopia and Yemen, 48,00  \yhat is useful to note in this regard is that the

Nigerians most commonly in Niger and Cameroon vast majority of claims from individuals originating

and 30,100 nationals of the Democratic Republic of from these countries are dealt with through group

88 UNHCR uses two rates to compute the proportion of refugee claims accepted. The Refugee Recognition Rate is the proportion of asylum-
seekers accorded refugee status out of the total number of substantive decisions (Convention status, complementary protection and rejected
cases). The Total Protection Rate is the proportion of asylum-seekers accorded refugee status or a complementary form of protection relative
to the total number of substantive decisions. Non-substantive decisions are, to the extent possible, excluded from both calculations. For the
purposes of global comparability, UNHCR uses only these two rates and does not report rates calculated by national authorities.
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CHAPTER 4

recognitions or temporary protection. This helps to
ease the strain on asylum systems resulting from
high levels of displacement avoiding what would
otherwise be pending asylum applications.

Pending asylum claims

The total number of asylum-seekers waiting for a
decision at the end of 2023 stood at 6.9 million,

an increase of 26 per cent from the end of 2022.
The backlog has grown as, despite increases in
productivity, new individual asylum applications have
continued to outpace substantive decisions. While
the number of substantive decisions made in 2023
grew by 8 per cent compared to the previous year,
reaching 1.4 million, the number of new individual
applications in 2023 reached 3.6 million, 40 per cent
more than in 2022.

Globally, the United States of America reported the
largest number of pending applications, 2.6 million,
which was 45 per cent more than at the end of the
previous year (1.8 million). Other countries with many
pending asylum applications were Peru (508,400, -5
per cent), Germany (361,500, +38 per cent), Mexico
(257,400, +22 per cent) and Egypt (232,400, +263
per cent). The Central African Republic (32,500, 69-
fold increase) presented the most rapid growth in

‘,.
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asylum applications. This was mainly due to the influx
of Chadians caused by the intercommunal conflict
involving an armed group, which commenced in
March 2023. Other countries reporting rapid growth
in asylum applications registered on their territories
included Ethiopia (63,800, a 29-fold increase),
Rwanda (12,700, a 26-fold increase) and Nigeria
(34,200, a 21-fold increase).

It is evident from the increased use of group
recognitions and substantive decisions, that

some States are taking measures to implement
differentiated case processing modalities and
reinforce their systems. However, core issues
remain in many systems including weak institutions,
cumbersome decision-making structures, weak
case management, and under-resourced or

poorly capacitated workforces. With more people
on the move and increasingly complex drivers

of movements, it will be important that asylum
system strengthening efforts are embedded into a
comprehensive, route-based approach to addressing
mixed and onward movement. This will help to
ensure that refugees can find protection early after
displacement and will help prevent asylum systems
being used to regularize stay for people without
international protection needs, in the absence of
adequate migration management systems.

CAMEROON. Local associations, together with
internally displaced women, combated
desertification by planting 2,000 trees in the
Bogo site for internally displaced persons in
northern Cameroon.

. © UNHCR/OEUGENE SIBOMANA
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CHAPTER 4

MExico. Makendy and Lourdes fled Haiti due to the dire
humanitarian situation, and they are now part of a local
integration programme initiative in Mexico. As part of
this initiative, they were relocated from Chiapas to
Aguascalientes and found permanent jobs at the
Japanese automotive parts manufacturing company,
Exedy Dynax. They worked on alternating shifts and

took turns taking care of their son. “The day they called
me to let me know that | had been hired at Exedy
Dynax, | was so happy.” Makendy and Lourdes have
rebuilt their lives, and their dream is to reunite with
their other children. “If | could bring my children who
are still in Haiti, | would buy a house and a car here in
Mexico. | want to live here.”

NHCR/©JEOFFREY GUILLEMARD




