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Trends at a Glance
108.4 MILLION

FORCIBLY DISPLACED WORLDWIDE

at the end of 2022 as a result of persecution, conflict, violence,
human rights violations or events seriously disturbing public order.

76%

HOSTED IN LOW-
AND MIDDLE-INCOME
COUNTRIES

62.5 million
internally displaced
people?

35.3 miillion refugees

29.4 million refugees under UNHCR’s mandate’

5.9 million Palestine refugees under UNRWA’s mandate
1990 2002

3.6 MILLION

REFUGEES HOSTED
IN TURKIYE

5.4 million
asylum-seekers

Low- and middle-income countries
hosted 76 per cent of the world’s
refugees and other people in need of
international protection.* The Least
Developed Countries provided
asylum to 20 per cent of the total.

70%

HOSTED IN
NEIGHBOURING
COUNTRIES

70 per cent of refugees and other
people in need of international
protection lived in countries
neighbouring their countries of origin.

Turkiye hosted nearly 3.6 million
refugees, the largest population
worldwide, followed by the Islamic
Republic of Iran with 3.4 million.

Pakistan
1.7 million

5.2 million
million other people in need
of international protection?®

2012 2022

1IN6

ARE DISPLACED

Relative to their national populations,®
the island of Aruba (1in 6) and
Lebanon (1in 7) hosted the largest
number of refugees and other people
in need of international protection,
followed by Curagao (1in 14), Jordan
(1in 16) and Montenegro (1in 19).

Aruba
1in6

Lebanon
1in7

Curacao
1in 14

Jordan
1in 16

Montenegro
1in 19
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Forcibly displaced Population UNHCR protects and/or
people 108.4 million assists 112.6 million

Palestine refugees under

UNRWA’s mandate | Not included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists.

5.8M

Refugees under
UNHCR’s mandate

Includes both refugees and people in refugee-like situations.
Used consistently in both categorizations.

Asylum-seekers Used consistently in both categorizations.

Other people in need of
international protection

5.2M

Used consistently in both categorizations.

The biggest difference between the two categorizations is with people
who have been internally displaced. When present in these statistics,
UNHCR applies two different sources:

IDMC’s IDP statistics collate the total forcibly displaced while those
IDPs protected/assisted by UNHCR are included in the total population
Internally Displaced that UNHCR is mandated to protect and/or assist.

People (IDPs) 62.5M

The two sources of IDP data vary significantly in certain countries.
Globally, IDMC reports 62.5 million IDPs while UNHCR reports
57.3 million conflict-affected IDPs at end-2022.

In total, UNHCR reports 4.4 million stateless people. About 1.3 million
stateless people worldwide are also displaced. Most of them are
Rohingya, either internally displaced in Myanmar or refugees, mostly
in neighbouring countries. These 1.3 million are only counted
Stateless people 4.4M as forcibly displaced when calculating the total population that UNHCR
protects and/or assists to avoid double counting.

Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists
for a period of 12 months.

Refugee returns ' 339,300

IDP returns 5.7M Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists

for a period of 12 months.

Only included in the population that UNHCR protects and/or assists.

Others of concern m
to UNHCR

Host community Not included in either categorization.
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indicate an overall upward trend for this population
in both Europe and sub-Saharan Africa (see figure 6).
For many countries in sub-Saharan Africa, up-to-date
operational data is available. By contrast, as official
monthly data for most European countries is missing,
estimates tend to be based on statistical modelling.
Therefore, the uncertainty intervals for the European
estimates are much broader.

During the same period, the estimated refugee
population in sub-Saharan Africa is expected to

have increased by 209,600, while in Europe, a slight
decrease of 90,300 is expected to be observed. The
decrease in the refugee population in Europe is due
to fewer Syrian refugees in Turkiye whereas the rise
in refugees in the three sub-Saharan African regions
primarily reflects an increase in refugees fleeing from
Sudan to Chad and other neighbouring countries.

Figure 6 | Nowcasting regional estimates including uncertainty intervals for sub-Saharan Africa and

Europe | December 2022 - May 2023
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CHAPTER 2

Europe

By the end of 2022, Europe, including Turkiye, hosted
more than one-third (36 per cent) of all refugees

(see figure 7). The number of refugees in European
countries rose from 7 million at the end of 2021 to
12.4 million at the end of 2022 as millions of refugees
from Ukraine sought refuge in nearby countries.

Turkiye remained the largest refugee-hosting country
in the world, with 3.6 million refugees at end-2022,
over 10 per cent of all refugees. Germany hosted
nearly 2.1 million, 6 per cent of all refugees globally.

Asia and the Pacific

The number of refugees hosted in the Asia and the
Pacific region rose from 4.2 million in 2021to 6.8
million by the end of the year, nearly 20 per cent of
the global total, as updated population estimates in
the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan became
available. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, a further
2.6 million Afghans were recorded in a Government-
conducted exercise.* Previously undocumented
Afghans, who voluntarily participated in this
exercise, included new arrivals and those that were
already in the country, often for many years. In
Pakistan, a further 178,100 Afghans were recorded
during the year.

Over 90 per cent of all refugees in the region are
hosted in just three countries: the Islamic Republic of
Iran (3.4 million), Pakistan (1.7 million) and Bangladesh
(952,400).

The Americas

At the end of 2022, 800,600 refugees and 5.2
million other people in need of international
protection resided in countries in the Americas
region, most of whom were Venezuelan. The total
of 6 million reflects an increase of 17 per cent from

49 See footnote 19.

end-2021, largely due to updated estimates of the
number of other people in need of international
protection in Colombia, which rose by 611,500, and
in Peru, which increased by 178,400.

Colombia (2.5 million), Peru (976,400) and Ecuador
(555,400) hosted the largest populations of refugees
and other people in need of international protection
in the region.

Sub-Saharan Africa

Countries in sub-Saharan Africa hosted 1in 5 of

all refugees globally. A total of 7 million refugees
remained displaced at the end of 2022, a slight
increase from the previous year. The East and

Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes region hosted
4.7 million refugees, primarily in Uganda (1.5

million), Sudan (1.1 million) and Ethiopia (879,600),
which is consistent with the previous year. West

and Central African countries hosted 1.6 million
refugees at the end of 2022, 5 per cent more

than the previous year. Almost 85 per cent of all
refugees in the region resided in Chad (592,800),
Cameroon (473,900) and Niger (255,300). Countries
in Southern Africa continued to host slightly more
than three-quarters of a million refugees (773,000),
with most residing in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (520,500).

Middle East and North Africa

The number of refugees hosted by countries in the
Middle East and North African region declined by 2
per cent to stand at 2.4 million at the end of 2022.
This decrease was due to population verification
exercises in Lebanon, Irag and Jordan.

At the end of 2022, Lebanon (818,900), Jordan
(697,800), Egypt (294,600) and Iraq (273,700) hosted
87 per cent of all refugees in the region.
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CHAPTER 2

By country of origin

More than 87 per cent of all people who were
refugees at the end of 2022 originated from just

10 countries, a slightly greater proportion than in
previous years. Syrians accounted for almost 1in

5 refugees globally, with 6.5 million hosted in 131
countries. Over three-quarters, 77 per cent, resided in
neighbouring countries including Tirkiye (3.5 million),
Lebanon (814,700) and Jordan (660,900).

At the end of 2022, over 16 per cent of the world’s
refugees were Ukrainian. The number of Ukrainian
refugees increased from 27,300 at the end of 2021

to 5.7 million at the end of 2022. This was the fastest
outflow of refugees since the Second World War,
triggered by the eruption of full-scale war in Ukraine
following the Russian invasion in February 2022.
Almost 2.6 million refugees from Ukraine were hosted
in neighbouring countries, with a further 3 million in
other European countries and beyond.>*

Estimates for the total population of Afghan refugees,
including people in a refugee-like situation, increased

by 2.9 million to 5.7 million. This was largely due to
the upwards revision of population estimates in the
Islamic Republic of Iran in 2022 which led to the
recording of 2.6 million more Afghans. Of these, it is
estimated that 1.6 million arrived prior to the Taliban
takeover in August 2021, with a further 610,000
arriving later in 2021 and another 390,000 in 2022. In
Pakistan, verification and renewal exercises provided
the opportunity to register previously unregistered
Afghans in refugee-like situations. At the end of 2022,
Afghan refugees were hosted in 103 countries. Over
9 in 10 were in the neighbouring Islamic Republic of
Iran (3.4 million) and Pakistan (1.7 million). A further
180,000 Afghan refugees resided in Germany.

In 2022, the number of South Sudanese refugees
decreased slightly to 2.3 million. Almost all were
located in neighbouring countries: Uganda (37 per
cent of the total or 854,200 refugees), Sudan (35
per cent, 796,800 refugees), Ethiopia (18 per cent,
409,400 refugees) and Kenya (7 per cent, 153,300
refugees).

Figure 9 | Refugees, people in refugee-like situations and other people in need of international

protection by country of origin | end-2022
Syria

Ukraine

Afghanistan

Venezuela

South Sudan

Myanmar

1,253,100

Dem. Rep. of the Congo

931,900

Sudan 836,800

Somalia 790,500

Central African Rep. 748,300

6,547,800

5,679,900

5,661,700

5,451,800

2,295,000

54 The United States of America has also offered temporary status in certain circumstances to people in need of international protection. For

example, in 2022, a significant number of Ukrainians and their immediate family members were given temporary protection on a humanitarian

basis in the United States. UNHCR is in discussions with the U.S. government about how to best reflect such datapoints for all relevant

populations in future reporting cycles.
55 See footnote 19.
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CHAPTER 2

ETHIOPIA. Abdikafi, a Somali refugee,
was caught in crossfire during attacks
that took place in Somalia in 2018.
Badly wounded, he lost his leg and
was housebound until clashes
escalated in February 2023. He then
fled to Ethiopia.

© UNHCR/DIANA %

Globally, Turkiye, the Islamic Republic of Iran, cent, or 191,600. In the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Colombia, Germany and Pakistan hosted the the number of refugees rose from 798,300 to
largest populations of refugees (see figure 11). 3.4 million as a further 2.6 million Afghans were
Nearly all of the 3.6 million refugees hosted in recorded. In Colombia, a population review led
Turkiye are Syrians. During 2022 the number to an upwards revision of 611,500 other people in
of Syrian refugees in Turkiye declined by 5 per need of international protection.

Figure 111 Refugees, people in refugee-like situations and other people in need of international
protection by host country | end-2022

Tariciye | : 55300
islamic Rep. of ran | : <2500
colombia | > <5500
cermany | 2075500
paiistan | 73 500
Ugand= | 1 463,500
Russian Federation® || NI '277.700
sudan [NNEGEEEEEEE 1.097.100
Peru I ©7.400
pPoland [NINGgQN 71,100

57 The figure for the Russian Federation includes 65,400 Ukrainians who were granted refugee or temporary asylum status, as well as those
recorded in the country in 2022 under other forms of stay.
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MYANMAR. Daily life in a camp for the
internally displaced. A woman is
preparing food to feed her pigs in a
camp for internally displaced people
in Kachin State. Myanmar continues
to face complex, overlapping
emergencies, and clashes and
protection incidents continue to drive
large-scale displacement.

© UNHCR/DUMHPAU HKUNRING
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